
 

 
 

LATEST NEWS 
 

Welcome to the first newsletter of 2018! 
 
I trust you all have returned safely from your December break (assuming you had one!) and are 

getting into the swing of 2018? 
 
With few exceptions, 2017 was a very poor year butterfly-wise, at least in South Africa. The 

drought continues to have a very negative impact on our hobby, but here’s hoping that 2018 will 
be better! 

 

 
Braving the Great Karoo and Noorsveld  (Mark Williams) 
 
In the first week of November 2017 Jeremy Dobson and I headed off south from Egoli, at the crack 

of dawn, for the ‘Harde Karoo’. (Is there a ‘Soft Karoo’?) We had a very flexible plan for the six-day 
trip, not even having booked any overnight accommodation. We figured that finding a place to 

commune with Uncle Morpheus every night would not be a problem because all the kids were at 
school. As it turned out we did not have to spend a night trying to kip in the Pajero – my snoring 
would have driven Jeremy nuts ... 

 
Friday 3 November 

 
The main purpose of the trip was to survey two quadrants for the 
Karoo BioGaps Project. One of these was on the farm Lushof, 

10 km west of Loxton, and the other was Taaiboschkloof, about 
50 km south-east of Loxton. The 1 000 km drive, via Kimberley, 

to Loxton was accompanied by hot and windy weather. The 
temperature hit 38 degrees and was 33 when the sun hit the 
horizon at 6 pm. Since we had the whole day to reach Loxton, 

we were on the lookout for suitable butterfly habitat.  
 

We made our first stop to swing a net just beyond Christiana. 
We were attracted by a big patch of Salvia radula, which 
predictably was inhabited by a colony of Salvia Blues (Harpendyreus notoba). We also picked up 

specimens of Mite Sandman (Spialia paula), Common Sandman (Spialia diomus), Free State Blue 
(Lepidochrysops letsea), Patricia Blue (Lepidochrysops patricia), Silver-spotted Grey (Crudaria 

leroma) and Orange Tip (Colotis evenina).  
Later we stopped at Johan Greyling and Andy Meyer’s spot near Warrenton and got several Mite 
Sandman, (Spialia mafa), Basotho Skolly (Thestor basuta capeneri) and Patricia Blue 

(Lepidochrysops patricia). 
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Harpendyreus notoba  
Christiana, North West Province 

 



 
En route I googled places in or near 

Loxton on Jeremy’s tablet and 
booked us in at the Rooi Granaat 

Guest House. I am a klutz when it 
comes to electronic gadgets and 
usually manage to bomb J’s I-pod 

but I am slowly improving, and so 
more and more, he allows me to 

play with his toys. In Victoria West I 
spied a little alcohol depot and 
Jeremy was surprised and delighted to come out with a pack of 

cold Windhoek draughts. I was delighted as well even though 
beer is not an essential beverage for me, but an evening with J 

in the absence of his WDs is not something I relish. We arrived 
at the guest house just after six, settled in, and were served an 
unmemorable meal of I can’t remember what. 

 
 

 
 

Saturday 4 November 

 
The day was spent surveying the Karoo Biogaps quadrant on Hendrik 

and Melissa Cloete’s farm, Lushof. The terrain here is rugged, with 
numerous koppies consisting of black ironstone boulders. Climbing 
around these was like swanning around inside an oven. Every time 

you walked past a large boulder it felt a bit like you were passing the 
mouth of a blast furnace. The scene was, however, tempered by the 

presence of a semi-perennial river. The larger pools were inhabited by 
flocks of exotic mallard ducks and the reed-fringed banks softened the 
harshness of the landscape. While there were few butterflies in the 

vicinity of the river, metre-high euphorbias with small yellow flowers 
attracted numbers of Dwarf Sandman (Spialia nanus), King Copper 

(Tylopaedia sardonyx) and Warrior Silver-spotted Copper (Argyraspodes argyraspis). Other 
butterflies noted were McMaster’s Copper (Aloeides macmasteri), Damara Copper (A. 
damarensis), Depicta Copper (A. depicta), Topaz Babul Blue (Azanus jesous), Zebra Blue  

(Leptotes sp.), Pea Blue (Lampides boeticus), Tinktinkie Blue (Brephidium metophis), Brown-
veined White (Belenois aurota) and Citrus Swallowtail (Papilio demodocus). 

 

Tylopaedia sardonyx 
Lushof, Northern Cape 

Argyraspodes argyraspis  
Lushof, Northern Cape 

 

Thestor basuta capeneri 
Warrenton, Northern Cape 

 

Spialia nanus 
Lushof, Northern Cape 

 

Lushof, Loxton, Northern Cape 
Mark Williams 

 

Loxton Church 
Mark Williams 

 

De Rooi Granaat 
Mark Williams 

 



That evening our hostess provided us with an excellent Karoo supper, the 

basis of which were lamb chops. This was washed down with a bottle of 

Beyerskloof Pinotage. After supper I pointed out the rising full moon to 

Jeremy and suggested that he try and capture the image with his monster 

lens. He not only liked the idea but spent a considerable amount of time 

trying to get a money shot. Later this ever-restless soul rushed around our 

room trying to net pretty nocturnal butterflies for Hermann while I flopped 

down on my bed and tried, somewhat unsuccessfully, to read. One 

particular species refused to calm down when squeezed and a frustrated Jeremy declared them to 

be indestructible. 

 

Sunday 5 November 
 

After breakfasting at the Rooi 

Granaat we drove to our 
second Biogaps site at 

Taaiboschkloof via back roads 
that wound through a rugged, 
beautiful, mountainous 

landscape. Taaiboschkloof 
looked dry and desolate and 

my heart sank, but as one 
walked up along the dry stream 
bed into the kloof, numerous 

butterflies were found feeding from the flowers of Diospyros 
lycioides (Bloubos) shrubs. In the end we exceeded our Lushof 

species-total by one. Damara Copper were abundant and 
Warrior Silver-spotted Copper and Burnished Opal  (Chrysoritis 
chrysaor) were common. Other species observed were Broad-

bordered Grass Yellow (Eurema brigitta), Citrus Swallowtail, 
Sandman species, Zebra Blue species, Painted Lady (Vanessa 

cardui), Brown-veined White, King Copper, Topaz Babul Blue 
and Bowker’s Marbled Sapphire (Stugeta bowkeri). Jeremy 
caught a few specimens of an Opal which initially got him 

excited but we later determined that they were just Lysander 
Opal (Chrysoritis pan lysander). 

 
In the afternoon we drove to Jansenville via Graaff-Reinet. I was 
impressed by the greenness of the veld in the Sneeuberg, where 

we stopped so that Jeremy could try to get shots of a group of 
skittish Blue Cranes, using his long lens. That evening we 

booked into Palm Tree Cottages (Oasis Restaurant attached), a 
less than salubrious joint that housed a ferocious German 
Shepherd with the devil in its eyes. We were served large 

quantities of unappetizing boerekos by the patron, a bald 
Mafioso type guy with a tattoo-covered body. The eponymous 

‘palm’ turned out to be a lone, sad, finch-shredded date palm in the forecourt. The cottages were 
in a rough neighbourhood and sometime after supper I was sitting on the stoep of our bedsitter 
polluting the fresh evening air with Camel smoke when I heard a loud gunshot. My sometimes 

feverish imagination immediately considered this to be the start of a turf war or a just-
accomplished murder. I was brought to earth with a thump by the ever-phlegmatic Jeremy, who 

gently reminded me that it was Guy Fawkes Day. Sometimes I can be a real toss. 

  

Chrysoritis chrysaor  
Taaiboschkloof, Northern Cape 

 

Chrysoritis pan lysander  
Taaiboschkloof, Northern Cape 

 

Aloeides macmasteri  
Taaiboschkloof, Northern Cape 

 



Monday 6 November   
 

Our day in the Noorsveld, between Jansenville and Pearston, 
turned out to be our best. At the first locality at which we 

stopped, we found only a few Beulah’s Opal (Chrysoritis beulah), 
the species we were after, but at a second spot further on we got 
a decent series. At this second spot, in a kloof, the flowering 

Bloubos shrubs were attracting large numbers of butterflies, 
including hordes of King Copper and lesser numbers of Mimosa 

Sapphire (Iolaus mimosae) and Warrior Silver-spotted Copper. 
We also managed to collect a number of Greys (Crudaria sp), 
McMaster’s Copper and Bowker’s Marbled Sapphire. Jeremy 

caught a perfect pair of 
Brauer’s Arrowhead (Phasis braueri) and a large unidentified 

species of Copper. I took a few specimens of a small, 
unidentified Copper. From here we drove via Pearston and 
Bedford to Hogsback, arriving just before dark in freezing, gale-

blowing weather. We stayed at The Edge, by far the best 
accommodation of the trip. I would highly recommend this 

establishment to anyone. It is relatively inexpensive 
(R350/night), with very friendly staff, has a great restaurant, and 
the decor in the cottages is beautiful. For supper Jeremy had his 

usual medium-rare fillet steak and I had a roasted lamb shank. 
The contents of a bottle of excellent red disappeared as well. 

 
Tuesday 7 November 
 

The day dawned misty, ice-cold and the wind was howling. 
Intentions of visiting Mbulu and Gaika’s Kop dissipated by said 

wind. Chased by the weather, we headed north. Three 
kilometres east of Tarkastad we stopped because the habitat 
looked interesting. Jeremy located a strong colony of 

McMaster’s Silver-spotted Copper (Trimenia macmasteri) and 
feasted, while I picked up a number of interesting Greys 

(Crudaria). I have lost my confidence in identifying them to 
species level – the taxonomy of this genus really does need 
work. Burnished Opal, Cape Black-eye (Leptomyrina lara) and 

Coppers were also in evidence at this spot. From here we drove 
into Tarkastad and then headed three km south to look for 

Southey’s Blue (Lepidochrysops southeyae). Alas, there were 
none on the wing but fair numbers of fresh Dull Copper 
(Aloeides pierus) were found by both of us. In the afternoon we 

drove further north to Lady Grey and up Joubert’s Pass where, 
in the words of Jeremy’s daughter Michelle, we had an epic fail. 

That night we roosted at Lupela Lodge near Barkly East. The 
lodge is situated in beautiful surroundings on the banks of the 
trout-infested Karringmelkspruit. We were served a hearty 

supper and breakfast by our gracious hostess and left refreshed 
and refuelled early the next morning. 

 

  

Iolaus mimosae 
Jansenville, Eastern Cape 

 

Dry river bed at Jansenville 

 

Crudaria 
Tarkastad, Eastern Cape 

 

Lupela Lodge, Barkly East 
Mark Williams 

 



Wednesday 8 November 
 

On the long drive home we made two stops. At Sterkstroom we stopped to look for a (possibly) 
new species of Lepidochrysops that Jeremy had taken on a hill previously but we only came 

across Koppie Blue (Lepidochrysops ortygia). Jeremy also picked up a nice Maluti Copper 
(Aloeides maluti). Our second stop, 30 km south of Wepener, yielded a few Gowan’s Copper 
(Aloeides gowani), which pleased us, as well as a couple of Bowker’s Marbled Sapphire 

(subspecies henningi). 
 

Although both the habitats and number of butterflies are very different to those of the equatorial 
rainforests, I still have a soft spot for the butterfly gems that inhabit the dry parts of our country. 
Hard work in harsh conditions is necessary, but the rewards are great. 

 
Special thanks to Tildie Williams for helping to edit this article 
 

 

Tarachoptera (Dr Wolfram Mey) 

A new order of insects has recently been described by LepSoc Africa member, Wolfram Mey and 
his co-authors. 

 
The paper “The blueprint of the Amphiesmenoptera – Tarachoptera, a new order of insects from 

Burmese amber (Insecta, Amphiesmenoptera)” was published in Fossil Record (FR), which is the 
palaeontological journal of the Museum für Naturkunde, Berlin. This journal was founded in 1998 
under the name Mitteilungen aus dem Museum für Naturkunde Berlin, Geowissenschaftliche 

Reihe and appears with two issues each year. Fossil Record publishes original papers in all areas 
of palaeontology including the taxonomy and systematics of fossil organisms, biostratigraphy, 

palaeoecology, and evolution. All taxonomic groups are treated, including invertebrates, 
microfossils, plants, and vertebrates. 
  
The study was based on material contained in samples of Burmese amber. While the insects are 

fairly closely related to Lepidoptera, Wolfram and his team considered the differences were 
sufficiently great to justify the establishment of the new order, Tarachoptera. 
 

https://www.foss-rec.net/20/129/2017/fr-20-129-2017.pdf 
  
  

 

  

https://www.foss-rec.net/20/129/2017/fr-20-129-2017.pdf


Eurema floricola (Fanie Rautenbach and Alan Gardiner) 

In Metamorphosis Volume 26 (December 2015), Alan Gardiner alerted everyone to the presence 
of the Malagasy Grass Yellow (Eurema floricola) in South Africa. He provided detailed descriptions 

of how to distinguish between E. floricola and the Common Grass Yellow (Eurema hecabe 
solifera). 
 

Fanie Rautenbach (the person responsible for most of the butterfly-identifications for LepiMAP and 
now LSA’s LepiMAP representative) decided to go through the Virtual Museum’s Eurema photos, 

to see whether he could identify any E. floricola within the E. h. solifera submissions. He 
specifically looked at the upper side black margin difference between the two species as described 
by Alan (for E. hecabe the black margin is on vein 4 and for E. floricola it is above vein 4). For 

many of the photos on the VM this could not be confirmed, as the wings are generally closed. 
However, in some cases where the butterfly was silhouetted, the venation and the black margin on 

the upper side was clearly visible. Based on this, he has established a number of records that 
should be classified as E. floricola and these have been confirmed by Alan.  
 

As an example, the photo on the right (below) is record 22436 taken in the Hhohho region in 
Swaziland and was identified as E. hecabe in 2012. However, the black border is clearly above 

vein 4 and this specimen is in fact E. floricola. 
 
 

 
 

Based on Fanie’s revised identifications and the VM 

data, the localities where Eurema floricola occurs in 

South Africa are indicated on this map. The species 

appears to be relatively common and widespread in 

forests and riverine bush in the eastern parts of the 

country. 

  



Butterfly information brochure (Rogers Muhwezi) 

Rogers has prepared a butterfly information brochure, primarily for visitors to Mpanga Forest in 

Uganda. I’ve attached the material below. Rogers is almost entirely self-taught and has little 

access to reference material - I believe this is a very creditable effort on his part.   

My simple notes on butterfly-identification, behaviour, rearing and associated host plants 

Butterfly identification is one thing that I can do all day without 

getting tired; while in the field I make sure I keep my eyes open 

in order to see those little creatures lay their eggs. 

It’s such a good experience to see butterflies lay eggs, but it’s 

even better knowing the host plant and what the larvae feed on. 

Breeding/rearing caterpillars is one of the most interesting things 

a lepidopterist can do and learn about in his life time. 

When a butterfly lays an egg, it 

takes approximately 4-5 days 

for it to hatch into a caterpillar, which is known as the first 

instar… it goes through different instars depending on the 

species but there are typically four instars before the pupal 

stage, which can be regarded as a dormant stage. After the 

pupae forms it usually takes approximately 7 days  to hatch into 

an adult butterfly. 

I have bred Papilio demodocus (the Citrus Swallowtail), which 

feeds on both Teclea nobilis and various citrus trees.  

Of the other Papilio species that I have found, most of them feed on Teclea nobilis and citrus trees 

and I have seen them lay eggs on these tree species.  

As insects, butterflies have the traditional three-part body, 

comprised of a head, thorax and abdomen, protected by an 

exoskeleton. They have two pairs of wings, three pairs of legs, 

and two antennae, that they use for smell, navigation and 

balance. Their two large eyes consist of thousands of tiny 

lenses that can detect even the smallest amount of movement. 

These high-tech eyes even allow them to see in the ultraviolet 

range! 

Most butterflies lay their eggs on plants, which are often specific 

for the species. These plants provide the necessary food for 

the larval (caterpillar) stage. Some species lay one egg at a 

time while others will lay all 

their eggs in one place. 

Placement of the eggs varies from butterfly to butterfly, with 

some preferring the undersides of leaves; others the bud of a 

flower, or even the base of a tree. 

Once laid, the eggs usually hatch within a week. When hatched, 

the caterpillar has only one task: eat. All of its time is spent 

eating, growing, and eating some more. As it grows, its old skin 

(exoskeleton) splits and sheds to reveal a new, larger skin to 

grow into. This new skin is slightly baggy to allow it room to grow 

One of the species that lay their eggs in 
batches is Acraea lycoa 

(Rogers Muhwezi) 

A handful of Acraeas 
(Rogers Muhwezi) 

Cyrestis camillus camillus 
(Rogers Muhwezi) 

Ariadne enotrea suffusa 
(Rogers Muhwezi) 



before a new exoskeleton is needed. This can happen four to five times over the course of only 

two to three weeks. 

Fully grown, the caterpillar begins to look for a suitable anchor 

(place) spot to begin its transformation. Often the site chosen 

is not on its original host plant, but instead may be a twig or 

a blade of grass far away from its host plant. Once it has 

chosen the location, it attaches itself to a support and pupates 

(metamorphoses) into a chrysalis where it will begin its final 

transformation into an adult butterfly. While inside the chrysalis, 

the tissues and structures of the caterpillar are broken down and 

over time replaced with those of the adult butterfly. On average 

this takes one to two weeks, but if disturbed, the process can 

enter a resting stage and be delayed for many months. 

Once the adult butterfly is 

fully formed, the chrysalis 

splits open and the adult butterfly emerges. There is no "baby 

butterfly" stage, instead all butterflies emerge fully grown and 

ready to take on the world. To help the wings spread out after 

the tight confines of the chrysalis, fluid is pumped through the 

veins in the wings to help them unfurl; the butterfly then rests 

while the wings harden in the sunshine; this may take between 

four and thirty minutes, depending on the amount of light it 

receives while hardening it wings. 

Adult butterflies, on average, live two to four weeks. However, 

some smaller species may only live up to a week; while larger 

butterflies, such as Euphaedra and some other species can live for several months. 

 

Margate Pipeline (Simon Joubert) 

As reported in October’s ABN, a site near Margate, home of two rare butterfly species is under 

threat from a proposed new water pipeline. A revised proposal has been received from the 

developers, which is being reviewed by Simon Joubert. 

Simon believes the proposed new route is an improvement on the original scheme, although there 

are several issues that still need to be resolved. 

He hopes that certain benefits may be achievable, including the removal of some invasive alien 

plants (Lantana camara, Eucalyptus) and their replacement with indigenous vegetation. 

 

 

  

Fully developed wings of Papilio 
demodocus ready to go into the world to 

spread the gospel 
(Rogers Muhwezi) 

Papilio demodocus holding onto a twig, 
waiting for its wings to develop and dry 

(Rogers Muhwezi) 

 



Mothing down in Knysna (Hanna du Toit) 
 
Lepidopterists are known for doing strange things, and I am always amazed by the lengths they 
will go to, to find that elusive butterfly, or moth in this case. During November 2017 I met two 

British lepidopterists, both members of LepSoc Africa. They are really mothers (as in interested in 
moths and not as in someone who has had a baby!) came to the Southern Cape to search for a 

rare micromoth somewhere in the deep Knysna Forests. Don’t ask me the name of this moth, all I 
know is that it is very small and very rare. They told me that the dates were carefully chosen to 
coincide with the dark moon, so that there would be as little light as possible, but unfortunately 

they also chose the week that it rained 65 mm in two days to visit the area. I wondered how one 
finds a very small moth, in a very large, very dark forest, in the rain. It could not have been very 

pleasant being on a stake out at night in the sodden forest. 
 

After spending a few days in George getting 

rained upon, they moved to Knysna, where 
Dave Edge, my husband, offered our house in 

Brenton on Sea as their base. So now I did not 
only have one doctor Dave in the house, but 
three – Dr Dave Edge, Dr Dave Lees and Dr 

Dave Agassiz. Quite confusing when calling 
one, or all of them. 

By now the rain had stopped and the days were 
beautiful. The first afternoon we set off to the 
Gouna forest, where we walked a long way 

down to the river crossing, shaking shrubs all 
the way down but not finding anything very 

interesting. Then we had to walk all the way back up to where we had parked the cars! After 
supper at our local pub, they (Dave L and Dave A) set off back to Gouna to do some light trapping, 
while Dave E and I headed back home.  

 
The next morning the dining room table quickly got converted to a laboratory bench where they set 

to work on their specimens. (Dave Agassiz arrived with a huge hard shell suitcase, labelled 
‘Fragile’, which contained only collecting equipment – even a microscope! His clothes were in a 
much smaller bag.) 

Later that day we headed to the Homtini Pass, but the steep, bush and tree covered slopes on 
either side of the road made it very difficult to see and catch moths. We then decided to go to the 

Jubilee Creek picnic site where one could walk on a nice easy path next to the little stream, where 
some more interesting moths were found. 

Dr Dave3 
Left to right: Dave Lees, Dave Edge and Dave Agassiz 

 

Mothing at Jubilee Creek 

 

Dave Lees searching for a micromoth in his net 

 



According to Dave Lees, the hardest part of catching a micromoth is finding it in the net 

afterwards, his technique reminding me of trying to change a duvet cover. 

That night they went out to do some more light trapping at Diepwalle in the Knysna Forest, the 

place where the moth was apparently last recorded, and apparently did have more success. The 
next morning, after some more setting, the microscope and specimen tubes got packed back into 

the suitcase and promising that they, like Arnie the Terminator, ‘will be back’, left for George 
Airport and eventually the UK.  
 

 
Hlatikulu (Raimund Schutte) 
 
Raimund Schutte visited Zululand in mid-December 

 
During mid-December I did a quick detour to the Hlatikulu 
Forest above the Pongolapoort Dam to look for the East Coast 

Acraea (Acraea satis). I was not disappointed. From the first 
scraggly patches of roadside forest about 10km before reaching 

the Ezemvelo Hlatikulu campsite, they were out in good 
numbers. The roadside Acacias were in full bloom and the 
Acraea satis were loving this. On entering the forest proper, 

there were several glades with dozens of male satis and a few 
Rainforest Acraeas (Acraea boopis). Most were worn out, with 

the occasional fresh specimen. Females were a lot less 
common and were always flying solitary.  
 

Whatever the local host-plant may be, it certainly must be a common plant to support such a large 
population. A few years back I visited Hlatikulu in March and found satis swarming, with a very 

noticeable size difference amongst fresh specimens; some males were half their normal expected 
size. This may indicate massive larval numbers with complete defoliation of host-plants and 
subsequent starvation and forced pupation? 

 

 
Some observations from the Northern Cape (Reinier Terblanche) 
 

Very dry conditions prevail in some areas such as Calvinia where 

rainfall has been very low for six years in a row. However, Reinier 
Terblanche visited the area around Springbok in Namaqualand 

(Northern Cape) at the end of December (an unusual time to visit 
Namaqualand which has become a usual habit of Terblanche). He 
observed some more behaviour of Aloeides barklyi at a time of the 

year Aloeides barklyi is not known to be on the wing. Aloeides 
barklyi appears to have interesting daily actions which will be 

reported in a note for Metamorphosis. When this unique butterfly 
species goes to sleep they still fly up, wary as ever, even after 
sunset. To see silver wings in semi-dark conditions, is quite 

something, Terblanche reported. DNA for BED project has been 
collected. 

 
New year at Tswalu Kalahari in early January 2018 confirmed low numbers of butterflies and also 
Belenois aurota (Brown-veined White) early stages on the Boscia albitrunca (Shepherd’s Tree), 

where counts are made for the PhD studies. An interesting observation is that Belenois aurota flew 
south (instead of northeast) near Upington and also between Tswalu and Hotazel when 

Terblanche did some more migration counts.   

Rainforest Acraea (Acraea satis)  
Hlatikulu, KwaZulu-Natal 14 Dec 2017 

Raimund Schutte 

Aloeides barklyi  
(Namaqualand, December 2017) 

Reinier Terblanche 

 



KZN Holiday (Jeremy Dobson) 

 
For the first time in several years I spent Christmas on the KZN South Coast, where Raimund 

Schutte joined me for a few days. 
 

On the way down to Leisure Bay, Colleen and I stayed at 
Bushman's Nek. The weather wasn't great, but I saw no sign of 
the Eastern Opal (Chrysoritis orientalis) or Loteni Brown (Neita 

lotenia) above the hotel; in fact very little was flying, apart from a 
few Wichgrafs Browns (Stygionympha wichgrafi wichgrafi), a 

couple of Bowker’s Dotted Blue (Tarucus bowkeri bowkeri) and 
a solitary Pennington's Copper (Aloeides penningtoni).  
 

A hike up the Bushman's River pass up to Lesotho was slightly 
more rewarding, although it takes a couple of hours of walking to 

get into decent habitat. At least there were a few more butterflies 
here, including Rocksitters (Durbania amakosa natalensis). 
 

Raimund and I visited Ingeli 
Forest, southeast of Kokstad, 

where Bush Kite Swallowtails 
(Papilio euphranor) were flying 
in fair numbers. We didn't see 

too much else, apart from 
Emperor Swallowtails (Papilio 

ophidicephalus phalusco) and 
Battling Gliders (Cymothoe 
alcimeda trimeni). In the 

adjacent grasslands were 
Rocksitters (Durbania amakosa amakosa), False Silver-bottomed Browns (Pseudonympha 

magoides) and a solitary Dark Ranger (Kedestes niveostriga niveostriga). 
 
By way of a contrast, the Umtamvuna valley near Izingolweni was teeming with butterflies, 

including Small Striped Swordtails (Graphium policenes), False Dotted Borders (Belenois thysa 
thysa), Red-tab Policemen (Coeliades keithloa) and Spotted Buffs (Pentila tropicalis tropicalis). In 

addition, there were a couple of White Cloaked Skippers (Netrobalane canopus) and Paradise 
Skippers (Abantis paradisea). In surrounding grassy savanna were occasional Margate Ketsi 
Blues (Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula), Natal Opals (Chrysoritis natalensis) and Margate 

Rocksitters (Durbania amakosa albescens).  
 

 

 

Tarucus bowkeri bowkeri  
Bushman’s Nek 

Papilio euphranor  
Ingeli 

Cymothoe alcimeda trimeni  
Ingeli 

Coeliades keithloa 
Izingolweni 

Chrysoritis natalensis  
Izingolweni 

Pentila tropicalis tropicalis 
Izingolweni 



 
The distribution of Durbania in 

the Kokstad area would make 
an interesting study. The 

population at Ingeli seem to 
represent the nominate race, 
D. a. amakosa. Bushman's 

Nek, 80km further northwest, 
contains what looks like  

D. a. natalensis, while the 
Rocksitters near Izingolweni 
(60km southeast) appear to be 

D. a. albescens. Are there significant geographic separations between these colonies, or are 
intermediate populations to be found between these sites? There seems to be plenty of suitable 

habitat in the adjoining areas. 
 

Raimund and I visited Oribi 

Gorge, which was very quiet 
apart from a couple of Pondo 

Shadeflys (Coenyra 
aurantiaca), Large Flats 
(Apallaga mokeezi mokeezi) 

and a solitary False Wanderer 
(Pseudacraea eurytus). 
 

 
 

Umtamvuna at Old Pont was similarly quiet although there were a few Yellow Banded Evening 
Browns (Gnophodes betsimena diversa). 
 

To summarize, butterflies were fairly scarce on the KZN South Coast this December, although we 
did, with some effort, manage to find most of the special species from this region. 

 
 

Wakkerstroom Weekend (Justin Bode) 

Yolande mentioned earlier in the year that she would like a return visit to Wakkerstroom at some 
stage and over a Saturday evening braai with Nina Parry and Dane Drake, we somehow came to 
the conclusion that we would arrange a weekend to Wakkerstoom in November. 

 
As we had stayed there previously and the farm looked rather interesting, we booked our 

accommodation at Balele Mountain Farm, near Groenvlei, between Wakkerstoom and Utrecht. 
Yolande, Yara and I arrived in time on Friday afternoon to help with the feeding of the lambs, 
although Yara was probably more interested in the contents of the bottle than the lambs. Nina and 

Belenois thysa thysa 
Izingolweni 

Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula 
Izingolweni 

Durbania amakosa albescens 
Izingolweni 

Durbania amakosa amakosa 
Ingeli Durbania amakosa natalensis 

Bushman’s Nek 

Coenyra aurantiaca 
Izingolweni 

Gnophodes betsimena diversa 
Umtamvuna 



Dane arrived later in the evening, their cars headlights casting a rather eerie light in the thick mist 
that had descended on the area. 

 
Saturday morning dawned overcast and chilly (this seems to be standard weather for butterfly 

weekends). We decided to take a drive around the farm in the morning and see if the weather 
improved during the day. We headed up to the highest part of Balele, which peaks at almost 
2,100m. The drop off to the valley 600m below is rather spectacular at this point. Other than a 

single Painted Lady, no butterflies were on the wing.  
 

We decided to head to the Hele Mountain area as the sun had made an appearance. As we 
turned into Wakkerstroom, the temperature started to drop and the mist began descending on us. 
With the temperature now at a rather uncomfortable 140C, it was decided to head back to Balele 

for lunch and an afternoon nap. Yara however had other ideas as she had her nap in the car and 
she and I took an afternoon walk on the farm, mostly with her on my shoulders. Again the only 

butterfly that was seen was a Painted Lady. 
 
On our previous trip to Wakkerstroom, while the rest of the party went off to Hele Mountain, Bill 

Steele decided to go off fly-fishing on Balele and on our return was gloating about his catch of the 
day, not a Rainbow Trout, but a lovely Wakkerstroom Copper, while the rest of us had scratches, 

bruises and sunburn to show for from our trip to Hele Mountain. So we knew that the little critters 
were about on the farm, we just needed to do some more searching.  
 

The weather was much better on 
Sunday morning and we decided 

to again explore the farm, driving 
along the track to the summit, I 
spotted a small orange butterfly 

flying low over the veld, with a 
scream of ”Aloeides” the car came 

to a halt, with all four of us piling 
out,  grabbing cameras, and 
remembering to unbuckle Yara 

from the car seat. A few minutes 
searching was rewarded with our 

find, a bit of a tatty Wakkerstroom 
Copper (although we were not sure at the time). Following it as it went on its merry way, it met up 
with another and they did a bit of a dance that allowed some blurry upper side shots. This was a 

much better looking specimen and it also allowed us to take a few photos. One the way back to 
the car, a lovely red form of Tite’s Copper was encountered and this was also photographed. 

 
We then proceeded to the summit and there we found a few summer 
form Gaudy Commodores and a brown form Tite’s Copper, but alas no 

Widows, however we learnt afterwards that they do not fly on the 
summit, but on the slopes and Graham Henning mentioned that they 

have been recorded at Groenvlei, so perhaps they will still be found on 
Balele. 
 

Again, not a weekend with a huge species count for us, but it was at 
least a weekend chasing butterflies with friends and hopefully with some 

work, we will make a proper lepidopterist out of Dane.  

 

  

Tite’s Copper (Aloeides titei)  
Red Form  

Justin Bode 

 

Tite’s Copper (Aloeides titei)  
Brown Form  
Justin Bode  

Wakkerstroom Copper  
(Aloeides merces)  

Justin Bode 

 



Brenton Blue News (Dave Edge) 

Dave Edge has kindly allowed me to reproduce November’s edition of the Brenton Blues 

newsletter, a publication that he sends out regularly. Three adult Orachrysops niobe have been 
observed so far this season, however the status of this species remains extremely precarious… 

Welcome all friends and neighbours of the Brenton Blue butterfly (Orachrysops niobe) to your 

latest newsletter! You can obtain more detailed information about niobe (see note below) on the 

Brenton Blue Trust website www.brentonbluetrust.co.za. 

Research progress following the 7th June 2017 fire 

Introduction 

The Knysna fire of 7th June 2017 was probably the most intense 

and widespread fire in the southern Cape since the famous 

1869 fire. It swept from west to east along the Brenton 

peninsula, propelled by a gale force westerly wind (gusting to 

over 100km/h) burning almost everything in its path until it 

eventually reached the Brenton Blue Butterfly Reserve (BBBR), 

and both the original reserve (1.6 ha) and the expansion 

sections (13.5 ha) were severely burnt. The impact of such a fire 

on a butterfly such as niobe is unknown. Consequently the 

aftermath of this fire represents an opportunity to do some 

extremely important research into the potential recovery of this 

species and its habitat. 

Aims and objectives of the research 

The overall aim is to monitor the post-fire recovery of the ecosystem at the BBBR, mainly focusing 

on the status of the critical ecological factors needed for niobe to survive (host plants, host ants, 

candlewood trees, nectar plants, vegetation communities, microclimate) and compare that with 

pre-fire ecosystem as recorded by Edge in 2005. The research objectives therefore include: 

1. Recording the recovery of the vegetation communities and compare with the pre-fire data. 

2. Quantify the regrowth of niobe’s host plant I. erecta and relate host plant abundance to 

butterfly fertility by counting eggs laid. 

3. Inspect the fire damage to the candlewood trees and record the timing and manner  of their 

recovery. 

4. Monitor the abundance/activity of niobe’s host ant C. baynei and relate that to butterfly 

abundance. Record the other ant species present as well as any other relevant ground-

dwelling invertebrates. 

5. Maintain a close watch during niobe’s normal emergence period at the original reserve to 

see if any niobe emerge, and whether the females are able to mate and lay eggs. Estimate 

the size of the butterfly population and observe its behaviour in the post-fire environment. 

Results of research so far 

Vegetation 

The first phase of the recovery of the vegetation in the reserve has been encouraging, and ground 

cover is already such that little erosion has been experienced. Our botanical research team led by 

Tineke Kraaij (NMU) included Naomi and Elrina Juyn of Brenton. The earliest plant species to 

emerge have been: 

Hypoxis villosa  Hanna du Toit 

http://www.brentonbluetrust.co.za/


• Bracken fern (Pteridium aquilinum) – dominant in some areas 

• Sedges (genus Ficinia) and grasses (a number of species) 

• Geophytes such as Hypoxis villosa (African potato), Bobartia (Blombiesie), Kniphofia 

(red-hot poker), Watsonia and Aristea 

• Osteospermum monilifera (Bitou) seedlings (prolific!) 

• Re-sprouting shrubs and trees such as Tarchonanthus (camphorwood), Halleria 

lucida (tree fuschia), Leucadendron (geelbos), Protea cynaroides (King protea), 

several Searsia species (taaibos), and Asparagus (haakdoring) 

• Herbs such as Nemesia (leeubekkie), Geranium incanum (carpet geranium), 

Indigofera erecta, Hebenstretia (cat-tail) and Arctotheca calendula (botterblom) 

 

Host plants (Indigofera erecta) 

Naomi and Elrina have been monitoring these plants and they 

have recovered very quickly, both as re-sprouters (from 

underground rootstocks) or as seedlings (about 20% so far).  

 

Nearly 600 plants have been 

numbered with white flags on 

sticks and their growth is 

regularly monitored. Prolific 

flowering has taken place and 

many of the plants already 

have well developed legume 

pods from which seeds will be 

released early next year. 

Consequently there will be no shortage of food for the larvae of 

niobe, who feed on the leaves during their first two stages, and later on the rootstock. 

Nectar plants 

The herbs mentioned above are all good nectar plants for niobe, and in addition many Selago 

glomerata dwarf shrubs are flowering – another favourite nectar plant. 

Candlewood trees 

The botanical team has noted that the degree of fire damage to the 

candlewoods varies from the higher parts of the reserve (most severe) to 

the lower parts (some trees hardly damaged). The majority of the 

candlewoods have lost all their leaves, but about 20% of these trees are 

now re-sprouting new leaves in the canopy, which is promising. Some of 

the trees which suffered more severe damage have begun re-sprouting 

from the base. The recovery of these trees will have important 

consequences for restoration of a suitable microclimate for niobe and its 

host ant at the BBBR. 

 

  

Indigofera erecta flags  
(Hanna du Toit) 

Indigofera erecta flowering  
(Hanna du Toit) 

Candlewood re-sprouting 
from canopy 

(Hanna du Toit) 



Ants 

Melanie De Morney is our ant expert, and she has collected ant samples have been collected in 

pitfall traps (small beakers containing preservative sunk into the ground so the top is level with the 

surface) during July and October. So far the host ant Camponotus baynei has not been found, 

although another sugar ant Camponotus niveosetosus has been detected. A more selective 

sampling method will be used in the areas with the most host plants – baiting with a sugar solution 

– and this should allow more targeted sampling of the Camponotus during December and 

January. 

Butterflies 

Dave Edge and Hanna du Toit began to look for niobe 

butterflies in the last week of October, when they sometimes 

emerge, but not this year. Into November they were looking 

every few days whenever the weather was suitable (fine and 

warm with no wind) but such days were few and far between. By 

the middle of the month not one had been seen and they were 

beginning to fear the worst. Maybe all the caterpillars had been 

killed by the intense heat of the fire – the botanists were saying 

that the humus layer had burnt completely in some places and 

this could have destroyed the seeds in the seed bank. As far as 

is known the caterpillars are at least 150mm below the ground – 

but was this enough? Also there was a possibility that the 

rootstocks of the I. erecta could have burnt, but fortunately by late August the first re-sprouters had 

been seen, indicating that many rootstocks had survived.  

 

So the absence of niobe was puzzling and concerning although 

hardly any other butterflies were seen. They searched on the 

19th November in perfect weather conditions but without 

success. Conditions were again good on the 24th November and 

they did our usual search, for the first time seeing Cacyreus 

fracta (Water Bronze), looking at first glance like a niobe. They 

were almost done when just before 1 o’clock a smallish butterfly 

was seen behaving like a fracta but settling with its wings closed 

(fracta normally has its wings half open to catch the sun). Dave 

crawled closer to get a better look and when he drew level he 

could see the underside – undoubtedly niobe with its black 

spots on a grey background, and no tails! C. fracta has an 

intricate pattern on its underside and a short tail on each 

hindwing. The niobe flew away before it could be photographed, but later at 13.20 Hanna saw it 

again about 30m away, crawling on a low Indigofera erecta plant and she was able to get a photo. 

When she called Dave over he was able to confirm it was a niobe female, although quite badly 

worn, with pieces broken away from its hindwings – typical damage on butterflies indicating a 

predator attack (probably a bird). Searching the plant it had originally been on he found two freshly 

laid eggs (pale blue in colour – they go white within a day), and on another nearby erecta two 

more eggs. They were naturally very excited by the find and searched for more adults, but without 

success. The next day (25th) the weather was again fine and they set out with high hopes of 

seeing more niobe but were disappointed when none could be found, despite searching the whole 

reserve. However, on the 28th we had more luck and saw two males and the same female. 

Orachrysops niobe ovum 
(Dave Edge) 

Orachrysops niobe female 
(Hanna du Toit) 

 



The butterfly team (also including Christa Le Roux of Brenton) will keep on searching and they 

hope to find some more niobe adults or their eggs. 

Note: The scientific name of the Brenton Blue “niobe” comes from Niobe, one of the most tragic 

figures in Greek mythology. Her seven sons and seven daughters were killed by the gods Apollo 

and Artemis, and she was turned to stone. From this rock it is said that a ceaseless stream of her 

tears has flowed ever since. Let us hope that we do not have to shed tears over our “niobe” and 

that she is made of sterner stuff! 

27th November 2017 

 

Trichophiala devylderi (Dr Mario Raviglione) 

Trichophiala is a monotypic genus in the Eupterotidae family. It was described by Per Olof 
Christopher Aurivillius in 1879. Its only species, Trichophiala devylderi, was designated by the 

same author in the same year. It is found in Namibia.  
 

The species is described as “poorly described and rare” by 
Vadim Zolotuhin, although Dr Wolfram Mey reports that he has 
found it at several localities. 

 
Dr Mario Raviglione, who, besides working for the WHO, is an 

amateur lepidopterologist. In August 2017 he spent two weeks in 
Namibia and collected a few specimens of lepidoptera. Upon his 
return, he identified one species as Trichophiala devylderi; the 

moth was relatively common on the nights of 8 and 22 August, at 
a lodge near Windhoek. The habitat was highland bushland rich 

in Acacias and shrubs - the moths were coming to the lights of 
the lodge starting at sunset and one could still see a few on the walls in the early morning.  
 

Mario is looking for any information regarding this species. He intends to collate all information that 
he can obtain and, providing sufficient data is forthcoming, will publish a paper. All contributions 

will be acknowledged. 
 
He is unaware of any literature regarding the distribution of this species, other than from the 

original description by Aurivillius. The book by Pinhey on Southern Africa moths does not include 
any references.  

 
If you can assist, please contact Mario – details below. 
 

 
Dr Mario C Raviglione F.R.C.P. (UK), F.E.R.S., Hon.R.S.P. (RF) 
Director  

Global Tuberculosis Programme (GTB) 

World Health Organization 

20, Avenue Appia | CH-1211 Geneva | Switzerland 

Tel: (+41) 22 791 2663/1801 
Cell: (+41) 79 254 6846 
 

e-mail: raviglionem@who.int 

Trichophiala devylderi  
Wikipedia 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monotypic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eupterotidae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Per_Olof_Christopher_Aurivillius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Per_Olof_Christopher_Aurivillius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Namibia
mailto:raviglionem@who.int


Colotis praeclarus (Pieter Cronje) 

 

Pieter Cronje, a human rights lawyer, has been undertaking training for the Somali Civilian 
Oversight Board, a group of people who visit police detention facilities to monitor police behaviour 
and human rights violations.  

 
While working in Mogadishu, within the so-called green Zone at 

the Chelsey Hotel near the International airport, he noticed a 
butterfly feeding on Zinnea flowers (there aren’t too many flowers 
in this city)!  

 
He submitted a few photos to LepiMAP, where Fanie Rautenbach 

identified the butterfly as the Somali Lilac Tip (Colotis praeclarus) 
a species about which very little is known. 
 

Pieter has also forwarded a few photos of Mogadishu, in case anyone is planning a holiday…. 
 

 
 

 

  



Verloren Valei (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

Justin and Yolande Bode, Mark and Tildie Williams, and I hosted a 
butterfly walk-and-talk at Verloren Valei on 9 December; the event was 

arranged by “The Friends of Verloren Valei”.  
 
The event was well supported, with about 15 people in attendance, 

despite a rather gloomy looking weather forecast. Fortunately, the 
weather turned out to be a bit better than anticipated; butterflies weren’t 

common, but we did find most of the Verloren Valei specials, such as 
Warren’s Blue (Orachrysops warreni), Clark’s Lost Widow (Serradinga 
clarki amissivallis) and the Long-winged Orange Acraea (Telchinia 

alalonga). 
 

The following day, on our way home, we visited Dindela, north of 
Stofburg. 
Not much was flying, but we did find a few Basotho Skollies (Thestor basuta capeneri) and a 

couple of Rossouw’s Coppers (Aloeides rossouwi).  
 

 

 

Wahroonga (Charles Botha) 

Some of you may have visited Wahroonga at some stage. This is one of the very few places 

where the Karkloof Blue (Orachrysops ariadne) can be found, and it also harbours other special 

butterflies, such as the Estcourt Blue (Leidochrysops pephredo) and King Blue (Lepidochrysops 

tantalus). The property, near Howick, KZN, was purchased by Charles and Julia Botha in 2015 

and was subsequently bequeathed to KZN Nature Conservation – a magnificent gesture on their 

behalf. 

Unfortunately, the site is under pressure from local cattle ranchers and a clear plan is required, as 

to how best to conserve the site and its butterflies. LSA would like to assist as far a possible – if 

anyone has any ideas or wishes to get involved, please let me know. 

 

Botanical Society (Charles Botha) 

The botanical society forwarded some information regarding its funding and research (below). The 

magnitude of this enterprise is something LSA can only aspire to at present… 

Pseudonympha paludis 
Dullstroom, Mpumalanga 

Thestor basuta capeneri 
Dindela, Limpopo 

Aloeides rossouwi  
Dindela, Limpopo 



 

 



Gabon 2017 (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
Antonio Durante of the Salento Natural History Museum, 
Calimera, Italy, organized a Lepidoptera expedition to Gabon in 

November. 
 

The trip was attended by 13 delegates, including South African 
representatives Peter Ward and I. Mike Barnet joined us from 
Australia. The above three, plus Raimund Schutte, had attended 

a similar expedition the previous year, which had been held in 
June - the dry season in Gabon. Unfortunately, Raimund was 

unable to join us this time, due to work commitments.  
 

This year’s expedition was held in 

November: the wettest month in a country that receives over 3m of rain per 
annum in many areas. We experienced some incredible downpours, but these 

tended to be short lived; of all the 18-days we spent in Gabon, not one was a 
complete write off from a butterfly perspective. 
We spent a few days in Libreville at the Hotel Tropicana - a comfortable 

enough venue, situated next to the beach within walking distance of the 
Airport.  

 
Antonio had arranged permits for the Mondah Forest (now known as the 
Raponda Walker Arboretum), about 15km north of Libreville. This proved to be 

a productive locality for us: notable records included Hewitsonia boisduvalii, 
Aslauga vininga vininga, Cupidesthes mimetica and Telipna ja. 

 

Peter had arranged a 4 by 4 for himself, Mike and I. This meant we had 
a bit of independence from the rest of the group, who were primarily 

interested in night flying butterflies, beetles, dragonflies or in the case of 
Piero Carlino, reptiles. The Suzuki that we were given was rather ill 
equipped for what we put it through, but to be fair it ultimately got the job 

done although there were several anxious moments! 
 

After a few days in Libreville, we were off to the Ipassa Forest research 
station within the Ivindo Nature reserve near Mokokou. This had been a 
fabulous destination the previous year and this time, if anything, the 

butterflies were even better. When the sun came out the number of 
butterflies and the diversity was extraordinary - in my experience, about 

as good as it gets in Africa.  
 

Michael Ochse and I went on an expedition to visit the Kongu 

falls, about 40km down river, but these days only accessible via 
a pirogue, powered by a small outboard motor. The 

accommodation at Kongu is “rustic”: Toilet? A long drop in the 
forest. Shower? The river. The best views of the falls are taken 
from a boat below the falls. We walked to the embarkation point, 

but unfortunately, someone had forgotten to bring paddles. It 
occurred to me that we would have had an interesting situation 

had the outboard motor failed while we were above the falls, but 
fortunately it didn’t. Perhaps this could be added as a checkbox 
to the health and safety-file...  

 

  

Jeremy Dobson, Mike Barnet (rear) and 
Peter Ward 

Sunset at the Hotel 
Tropicana 

(Peter Ward) 

Kongu Falls 

Ivindo River 



Our limited view of the falls was slightly underwhelming, but the Ivindo River is magnificent and the 
forested banks are completely unspoiled. I had my first sighting of the Giant Blue Swallowtail 

(Papilio zalmoxis) flying next to the river bank, but it soared into the canopy before I could request 
that the boat change course.  

 
At around the same time that I saw my specimen, Peter managed to capture one, which had been 
mud puddling near the access road at Ipassa. Peter seemed to have a monopoly on many of the 

special butterflies, catching the only Charaxes nobilis and Charaxes acraeoides that we 
encountered on our trip. Nonetheless, I can hardly complain, as I found dozens of butterflies that I 

hadn’t seen before, including a couple of Mimeresia and Micropentila species. 
 
Thanks to Antonio for organizing the expedition and to Peter and Mike for being great travel 

companions.  
We all agreed that it had been a brilliant trip and one that will take some beating!  

Peter’s Friends 

Transport to Kongu falls (we at 
least had the boat on the right) 

Some of the gang at the 
Tropicana Rainbow at Ipassa 

(Peter Ward) 

 
 

Interesting road sign at Ipassa. You can 
see a Charaxes trap in the background 

Michael Ochse at the beach west of 
Mondah 

Accommodation at Ipassa, with our trusty 
steed in the foreground 

 



Some butterfly-photos from Gabon… 

 

  

Clark’s False Acraea(?) 
(Pseudacraea clarki)  

Ipassa, Ivindo 

 

Hewitson's Pink Forester  
(Euphaedra hewitsoni)  

Mondah, Libreville 
 

 

 

Central Aslauga (f)  
(Aslauga vininga vininga)  

Mondah, Libreville 
 

 

White-spot Forester 
(Bebearia phranza fuscara) 

Ipassa, Ivindo 
 

 

Anal-patch Bush Brown  
(Bicyclus anilis)  
Ipassa, Ivindo 

 

Blue Diadem  
(Hypolimnas salmacis salmacis)  

Ipassa, Ivindo 
 

Fashion Commodore  
(Precis pelarga)  

Mondah, Libreville 
 

Fiery Yellow Glider 
(Cymothoe lucasii lucasii)  

Ipassa, Ivindo 

 

Fiery Yellow Glider 
(Cymothoe lucasii lucasii)  

Ipassa, Ivindo 
 
 

Ravola Ceres Forester  
(Euphaedra ravola)  

Ipassa, Ivindo 

Red and Grey Harlequin 
(Mimeresia moreelsi tessmanni)  

Ipassa, Ivindo 

Blood-red Glider  
(Cymothoe sangaris sangaris)  

Ipassa, Ivindo 
 



BUTTERFLY APP 

Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App “Woodhall’s Butterflies of South Africa” is now available and can 

be purchased for R290. I’ve got it myself and can highly recommend it! 

It is easy to log sightings using the App - Steve has recorded over 100 species since he started 
using the App on the 15 Dec. 
 

The App can be bought from the following sources: 
 

Google play:   
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mydigitalearth.butterfliesofsouthafrica 
 

iTunes:  
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/woodhalls-butterflies-rsa/id1293695330?mt=8 

 
 

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mydigitalearth.butterfliesofsouthafrica
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/woodhalls-butterflies-rsa/id1293695330?mt=8


UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
LepSoc Africa Braai 
 
The traditional LSA year-starting braai will be held at Hermann Staude’s farm on Sunday 4 Feb. 
This is a longstanding and popular event in the local butterfly calendar and gives LepSoc Africa 
members a chance to catch up on news and to share stories from the December break. 

 
Please contact Jan Praet (jan.praet@gmail.com) or Hermann (hermann@busmark.co.za) should 

you wish to attend – this will be a bring-and-braai; the Highveld Butterfly Club will lay on a few 
salads and bread rolls and Hermann will provide the fire. Don’t forget to bring camping chairs, 
sunblock, butterfly nets and cameras – you can pitch up any time after 9h30. 

 
A Google image of Hermann’s farm is attached below (26° 1'37.59"S  27°32'37.06"E) 

 

 
Butterfly Evening  
 
The next Butterfly evening will be held on Thursday 11 January; 18h30 for 19h00. 

 
This will continue Hermann’s “meet the family” program, introducing LepSoc Africa members to 

the amazing diversity of Butterflies (Lepidoptera).  
 
The cost is R100 per person (R175 for non-LepSoc members), which includes dinner. Note that 

Butterfly Evenings, arranged by Hermann Staude, are held at Ruimsig Country Club, Roodepoort, 
on the 2nd Thursday of every 2nd month – please diarize! 
 

  

mailto:jan.praet@gmail.com
mailto:hermann@busmark.co.za


Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop – Madagascar 2018 

LepSoc Africa are hosting the 3rd Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop, 

which will be held at ValBio, Ranomafana, Madagascar between 7 and 

15 April 2018. The second stage of the expedition, a field trip to Toliara, 

takes place from 15 to 21 April. 

 

The response has been extraordinary, and we have a full complement 

of delegates. In total, we will be spending in excess of one million rand 

on the expedition, which should be a welcome boost to Madagascar’s 

beleaguered economy. 

 

Butterfly Training (Americo Bonkewitzz) 

Americo is organising a series of butterfly training courses – refer to the information brochure 

below. 

 



 

 



 

 
 

Middle East Conference (Dubi Benyamini) 
 
LepSoc Israel is hosting the 3rd International Conference of Butterflies of the Middle East, which 

will be held in Tel Aviv, Israel between 31 May and 2 June this year. Please contact the organizers  
If you wish to take part parpar4u@gmail.com 

 

mailto:parpar4u@gmail.com


  



Highveld Butterfly Club (Jan Praet) 

Jan has listed the HBC activities for 2018 (below); Please note! 

 

MONTH DATE EVENT DETAILS 

JANUARY 11 Jan 2018 Butterfly Evening Noctuoidea 

  25 Jan 2018 Public Evening Talk 1 Gardening for Butterflies 

FEBRUARY 4 Feb 2018 LepSoc Opening Braai The not to miss classic 

  15 Feb 2018 Highveld Butterfly Club Meeting Year planning 

  22 Feb 2018 Public Evening Talk 2 The story of the Brown-veined White 

MARCH 8 Mar 2018 Butterfly Evening Noctuoidea 

  

15 Mar 2018 Public Evening Talk 3 My best butterfly pictures and the story 
behind them 

  24 Mar 2018 Field outing To be decided 

APRIL 
7-15 Apr 2018 Afrotropical Lepidoptera 

Workshop  
Madagascar 

  19 Apr 2018 Public Evening Talk 4 Butterfly Photography 

  28 Apr 2018 Field outing To be decided 

MAY 10 May 2018 Butterfly Evening To be decided 

  17 May 2018 Public Evening Talk 5 South African Butterflies - an introduction 

  
24 May 2018 Highveld Butterfly Club Meeting Season review - pictures from Madagascar 

etc. 

JUNE 16 Jun 2018 Public Weekend Talk 1 Butterflies for beginners 

JULY 12 Jul 2018 Butterfly Evening To be decided 

  

26 Jul 2018 Public Evening Talk 6 A collection of unique RSA Butterflies and 
their stories (collectors invited to make a 
unique tray of specimens for display) 

AUGUST TBC      

SEPTEMBE

R 

TBC     

  13 Sep 2018 Highveld Butterfly Club Meeting Conference planning 

OCTOBER TBC     

  
22 - 23 Sep 
2018 

Annual Conference Midlands 

NOVEMBER TBC     

DECEMBER TBC     

  

7 Dec 2018 Year close-off social event Mandatory attendance for Martin, Andy and 
Johan 

 

    

  



FEATURES 

Butterfly identification plates (Mark Williams) 

                     
          Pseudopontia (Pseudopontiinae)                    Eurema (Coliadinae)                                   Catopsilia (Coliadinae) 
 

 

                     
                      Colias (Coliadinae)                        Leptosia (Pierinae, Leptosiaini)           Nepheronia (Pierinae, Nepheroniini) 
 
 

 

       
 Colotis 1 (Pierinae, Teracolini)     Colotis 2 (Pierinae, Teracolini)   Colotis 3 (Pierinae, Teracolini)   Teracolus (Pierinae, Teracolini) 
 

 

                     
                 Colotis 3 (Pierinae, Teracolini)                 Calopieris (Pierinae, Teracolini)              Eronia (Pierinae, Teracolini) 
 
 

 



                 
   

 

Pinacopteryx (Pierinae, Teracolini)     Afrodryas (Pierinae, Teracolini)   

       

Pieris (Pierinae, Pierini, Pierina)             
 

 
 

                     
        Mylothris 1 (Pierinae, Pierini, Aporiina)      Mylothris 2 (Pierinae, Pierini, Aporiina)    Mylothris 3 (Pierinae, Pierini, Aporiina) 

 

 

 

CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 

LepiMAP (Megan Loftie-Eaton / Les Underhill)  
 

Megan circulated her most recent report in November last year. 
 

This plot shows how LepiMAP has 

fared, month by month, over the years. 
Contributions from the SABCA era now 

look quite tiny! Last year, 2016 (the 
brown line), was really impressive. This 
year, the dark green line, kept pace 

with last year until the past month or 
two. This could be a brief hiccup, but it 

needs to be monitored.  
 
94% of butterflies uploaded this year 

have been identified. 

  

Appias (Pierinae, 
Pierini, Appiadina) Pontia (Pierinae, Pierini, 

Pierina) 

 
 

Belenois (Pierinae, 
Pierini, Aporiina) 

Dixeia 1 (Pierinae, Pierini, 
Aporiina) 

Dixeia 2 (Pierinae, Pierini, 
Aporiina) 

 



LepiMAP’s goal is the conservation of butterflies and their habitats in Africa. 
This entails educating and encouraging people to observe, appreciate and understand the needs 

of living insects. 
 

LepSoc Africa and the University of Cape Town’s Animal Demography Unit (ADU) are currently in 
discussion regarding a renewed agreement between the two organizations. Fanie Rautenbach has 
been appointed as LSA’s LepiMAP representative. 
 

http://www.adu.uct.ac.za/ 

 

COREL (Dave Edge) 

 
A summary of the COREL status is included below: 

 

• Chrysoritis dicksoni (CE) Article on the vegetation associated with C. dicksoni published in 
Metamorphosis. Removal of alien plants by CapeNature continued (over 50% of Westfield 

site now clear). 
 

• Orachrysops niobe (CE) Butterfly reserve almost totally burnt by fire. Research team set up 
to monitor recovery of plants, ants and butterflies. 

 

• Kedestes barberae bunta (CE) MSc study complete by Ismat Adams, and 
recommendations being implemented. KCC founded with Cape Metro, LepSoc, CTEET, 

CapeNature and UCT as partners. 
 

• Erikssonia edgei (CE) Post fire monitoring of habitat continuing. Very poor emergence in 
the first year. 

 

• Dingana fraterna (CE) Ecological research continuing led by James Lawrence. 
 

• Callioratis millari (CE) Low numbers of adult moths again and a poor egg count at the 
Entumeni Nature Reserve. 

 
The good news is that three adults of the Brenton Blue (Orachrysops niobe) have been recorded 
this season – refer to “Brenton Blue News” earlier in this newsletter. 

 
The status of the Waterberg Copper (Erikssonia edgei) was 

similarly concerning, and no specimens had been observed this 
season; very few were observed last season either. 
 

A group consisting of Steve Collins, Hermann Staude, Mark 
Williams and I visited Bateleur Nature Reserve on 03 January. 

Although very few butterflies were flying, we did find single male 
and female specimens of E. edgei; this species appears to be 
hanging on, although its status is very precarious.  

 
More to follow in March’s Newsletter. 

 

  

Erikssonia edgei 
Bateleur, Bela-Bela, Limpopo 

3 Jan 2018 

http://www.adu.uct.ac.za/


SALCA (Silvia Kirkman) 

Silvia has forwarded the various author’s reports to SANBI and they have been reviewed by 

Domitilla Raimondo. 
 
Dave Edge has summarized the aims of the project, as follows: 

 

• Upgrading of the accuracy of our distribution database for the c. 160 taxa which are of 

conservation concern. 

• Updating the 2012 conservation assessments based on higher quality data, research being 
conducted through the COREL project, and field work (ground truthing) by LepSoc Africa 

members. 

• Enhancing LepSoc Africa's reputation for conservation with SANBI and other government 

bodies. 

• Demonstrating that LepSoc Africa's members have the knowledge and project management 

skills to deliver such a large and complex project. This will ensure our future involvement 
whenever such skills are needed. 

• Ensuring that our knowledge is incorporated into the "Critical habitat mapping" database 

which will provide legislative protection to butterfly habitats. 

• Achieving the first conservation assessments of a wider group of Lepidoptera (moths) which 

will provide a baseline for future moth conservation. 
 

 

Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville) 
 

The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by 
SANBI. BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across South 

African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly species, 
to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but also 
areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for this 

project, which will also provide the phlyogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of 
taxonomic issues. 

 
To date, 94 genera, 250 taxa, and 410 specimens have been contributed so far towards the BED 
project. There is quite a lot of additional material that still requires processing.  

 
A key aim of the BED project is to obtain representatives of all genera found in South Africa: 

please refer to this list of “missing” genera below and try and focus on these. It is hoped to have a 
working genus-level phylogeny for SA butterflies by mid-2018. 
 

Abantis; Acada; Acleros; Afrodryas; Alenia; Andronymus; Aphnaeus; Argyraspodes; 
Artitropa; Aslauga; Astictopterus; Baliochila; Brephidium; Caprona; Chloroselas; 

Cnodontes; Coenyra; Coenyropsis; Colias; Cupidopsis; Cyrestis; Deloneura; Dingana; 
Durbaniella; Durbaniopsis; Eagris; Erikssonia; Euphaedra; Euryphura; Fresna; Gnophodes; 
Harpendyreus; Hemiolaus; Iolaus; Lachnocnema; Lycaena; Melampias; Melanitis; Moltena; 

Myrina; Neita; Ornipholidotos; Parnara; Paternympha; Phasis; Physcaeneura; Pieris; 
Platylesches; Pontia; Protogoniomorpha; Pseudonacaduba; Pyrrhiades; Stugeta; 

Teriomima; Tirumala; Torynesis; Trimenia; Tsitana; Tylopaedia; Uranothauma; Zenonia; 
Zophopetes 
 

 

Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to 
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/ 
 

The BED project is going to have an important role to play in the Aloeides Project. 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/


Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

The project has had a rather 

slow start, but steady progress 
is being made – the drought 

certainly hasn’t helped. 

As noted previously, this is an 

attempt to create a high-
resolution phylogeny of the 
Aloeides genus. While the initial 

program is two years (in parallel 
with Jonathan Colville’s 

“Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity” 
(BED) project), it is anticipated 
that the initiative will continue 

for many years.  

Kits of preservative, vials and 

plastic envelopes are available to anyone wishing to contribute. 
 

Please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com or  
+27 82 783 8213 if you have any queries,  
or wish to participate. 

 

 
Aloeides Gallery (2017-2018 Season) 
 

 

 

 

Aloeides molomo molomo 
(Irene, Gauteng) 

Peter Webb 
 

 

Google Earth image, indicating localities where samples have been obtained to date  

Aloeides dentatis dentatis 

(Suikerbosrand, Gauteng) 
Jan Praet 

 

 

Aloeides titei 

(Wakkerstroom, Mpumalanga) 
Justin Bode 

 

 

Aloeides damarensis damarensis 
(Loxton, Northern Cape) 

Jeremy Dobson 
 

 

Aloeides aranda 
(Umtamvuna, KZN) 

Jeremy Dobson 
 

 

Aloeides rossouwi 
(Dindela, Limpopo) 

Jeremy Dobson 
 

 

Jeremy Dobson 

Peter Ward 

Alan Gardiner 

Mark Williams 

Graham Henning 

Andrew Mayer 

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com


Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude) 

The spectacularly successful CRG project is in its 6th season.  
 

Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc website for details (http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) 
or visit the Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/).  
 

Hermann would love to welcome you on-board! 
 

 

Karroo BioGaps (Dave Edge) 
 
This is a 3 year project in association with SANBI. The focus is on assessing biodiversity in areas 
threatened by potential fracking developments and approximately 50 critical sites have been 

identified that require surveys. 
 

Dave submitted his annual report to SANBI in March. More than 30 sites have been visited to 
date, so good progress is being made. Refer to Mark Williams’s “Karoo” article under LATEST 
NEWS. 

 
The objectives of the project are as follows: 

 

• Improved knowledge of distribution of butterflies across the Karoo - this is of value not only 
for threatened species but also for more widespread migratory species. 

• Raising the awareness of the farming communities across the Karoo to butterfly 
conservation. 

• Again demonstrating to SANBI that LepSoc Africa is serious about butterfly conservation 
and has to be involved in all such projects. 

• Contribution to the protection of sensitive Karoo environments from undesirable 
developments. 

• Upskilling of LepSoc Africa members in butterfly surveying and data collection. 

 
 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Metamorphosis (Mark Williams and Dave Edge) 
 
Mark and Dave are busy finalizing Volume 28 – 2017.  
Costs will be finalized shortly and subscribers will be advised accordingly. Dave intends to 

introduce various delivery options: guaranteed delivery will be available, but at additional cost. 
 

If you are a subscriber member of LSA and for some reason you have not yet received Volume 27, 
please contact me (jchdobson@gmail.com) or Dave Edge (orachrysops@gmail.com).  
 

The Metamorphosis website is fully open-access and anyone can register. The Editorial Panel has 
been ungraded to an Editorial Board – several highly regarded international and local academics 

have agreed to join.  

  

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/
mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com


REGIONAL ROUNDUP 
 

Gauteng  
 
The main news from this 
province is Andrew Mayer’s 

discovery of Mijburgh’s Restless 
Blue (Orachrysops mijburghi) 
near Suikerbosrand. While there 

have been sporadic records from 
this area in the past, this is the 

first time, to my knowledge, that 
a large, strong colony has been 
discovered.  

 
Graham Henning and Jan Praet also visited the site in November and found Marsh Sylphs 

(Metisella meninx) and Roodepoort Coppers (Aloeides dentatis) in the same general area. 
 
 

Mpumalanga 
 
Refer to Justin Bode’s article on Wakkerstroom and a report on the Verloren Valei butterfly-day 
under LATEST NEWS. 

 
Limpopo 
 

Warwick Tarboton visited Bateleur in December, but unfortunately couldn’t find the Waterberg 
Copper (Erikssonia edgei).  

He did send a couple of photographs from his visit (below): 
 

 

 
Northern Cape  
 
Peter Ward and Mark Williams / Jeremy Dobson visited the Northern Cape in November, during 

the course of separate Karoo BioGaps surveys. The Loxton – Victoria West area was fairly dry, 
but not unduly so and butterflies were flying in fair numbers. 

 
See Mark’s “Karoo Report” and Reinier Terblanche’s “Observations” under LATEST NEWS. 

  

Metisella meninx 
Jan Praet 

 

Aloeides dentatis dentatis 
Jan Praet 

 

Eurema brigitta brigitta 
Warwick Tarboton 

 

Stygionympha wichgrafi wichgrafi 
Warwick Tarboton 

 

Tsitana tsita  
Warwick Tarboton 

 



KwaZulu-Natal 
 
See Jeremy Dobson’s “KZN Holiday” and Raimund Schutte’s “Hlatikulu” 

under LATEST NEWS.  

 
Steve Woodhall has been quite active 

recently and found a female 
Delegorgue's Prince (Ludia 
delegorguei) at his work. He got her to 

lay eggs, which he has reared through 
to pupae. 

 
Some good news is that Mark Liptrot 
has discovered a colony of Shongweni 

Rocksitters (Durbania amakosa 
flavescens) at Krantzkloof Nature 

Reserve. This is significant because 
it’s now the second locality in a 
protected area (the other being 

Ongoye). 
 

Shongweni (Delville Wood) was fairly 
quiet when visited on Boxing Day, but 
the Forest Queen (Charaxes 

wakefieldi) was flying at Zimbale 
recently and was also present at 
Harald Johnson Nature Reserve.  

Steve also visited Dlinza with Jon Cilliers’ extended family and friends, and 
found 19 species including Appias sabina phoebe ovipositing on Drypetes 

gerrardii. A side trip to Mandawe in the afternoon turned up 29 species (it 
was not at its best) but he did find Anthene princeps.  
 

 

Eastern Cape 
 
Steve Woodhall visited the Eastern Cape (Cintsa Bay / Morgan’s 

Bay area) in November. Nothing too special, but he found some 
nice butterflies.  
 

Peter Ward recorded the Mbulu Copper (Aloeides mbuluensis) 
from Tsomo. 

 

 

 

 

  

Leptomyrina hirundo  
(Cintsa East, Eastern Cape) 

Steve Woodhall 

Charaxes wakefieldi 
(Harald Johnson, KZN) 

Steve Woodhall 

Pseudacraea Lucretia lucretia 
(Dlinza, KZN) 

Steve Woodhall 
Appias sabina phoebe 
ovipositing on Drypetes 

gerrardi 
(Dlinza, KZN) 

Steve Woodhall 

Coenyra aurantiaca 
(Oribi, KZN) 

Jeremy Dobson 



OTHER BUTTERFLIES 

 
Born in England, 58 year old Nick Dean has lived in the Seattle USA area for nearly 30 years. He 
is a frequent traveller and an avid wildlife and nature photographer. 

 
He tries to visit Africa every year and recently spent a holiday in SA, photographing butterflies, 

primarily of the night-flying variety. 
 
He posts all his pictures on Flickr and has an African Moths album with several hundred 

specimens (some named, many not) taken in Zambia Tanzania and South Africa. I’ve attached a 
selection below: this will be a regular feature in this newsletter. Nick has attempted to name most 

of this selection – if you have any comments / corrections please let me know. 
 

 
Tarmo Virtanen is a lecturer at the University of Helsinki, Finland. With his permission, I’ve 

attached some of his photos from Ranomafana, Madagascar. 

Hemiceratoides sittaca 
South Africa 
Nick Dean 

Gelechiidae species 
South Africa 
Nick Dean 

Agoma trimenii 
South Africa 
Nick Dean 

Agoma trimenii 
South Africa 
Nick Dean 

Eutelia callichroma 
South Africa 
Nick Dean 

Calliodes pretiosissima 
South Africa 
Nick Dean 

Agoma trimenii 
South Africa 
Nick Dean 



AFRICA DESK 

 

Uganda (Rogers Muhwezi) 
 

Some recent photographs from Mpanga by Rogers.  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Gabon (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
Refer to LATEST NEWS for a report of the visit of Peter Ward and 
Jeremy Dobson in November. 

  

Charaxes fulvescens 
(egg) 

Charaxes fulvescens 
(larva) 

Charaxes fulvescens 
(pupating larva) 

Charaxes fulvescens 
(pupae) 

Charaxes fulvescens  Cynandra opis  
Anthene rubricinctus 

Geometrid  

Afriodinia neavei   
Euptera elabontas  Euphaedra uganda  Nepheronia argia 

Papilio phorcas 



LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL 

 
Elected Executive Councillors: 
 

• Jeremy Dobson (Chairman) 

• Justin Bode (Secretary) 

• Dave Edge (Treasurer) 
 

Co-opted Councillors 
 

• Mark Williams (Editor of Metamorphosis in a caretaker capacity) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Conservation and Research) 

• Jan Praet (Marketing) 

• Peter Ward (Permits) 
 

Note that increases to annual subscriptions were approved at October’s AGM; an undated 
schedule is attached below. 
We are trying to finalize printing costs for Metamorphosis Volume 28 and will include a few 

postage options, with different pricing. Details will be forwarded shortly. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  

Annual subscription 
fee (current year i.e. 

2018) 

Metamorphosis 
printed copy 

(preceding year i.e. 
2017) 

Annual subscriptions, 
plus printed copy of 

Metamorphosis 

Category 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 

Sponsor R 1 200 R 1 400 Included Included R 1 200 R 1 400 

Ordinary R 270 R 400 TBC TBC TBC TBC 

Pensioner (over 60 yrs) R 200 R 280 TBC TBC TBC TBC 

Student (under 23 yrs) R 150 R 250 TBC TBC TBC TBC 



FOCUS ON…. 

This features a member of LepSoc Africa in each edition.  

 
Steve Woodhall is this month’s subject; his article is about five times longer than usual, but as Steve 
is the previous LepSoc Africa President, I’ll grant him a bit of latitude… 
 

A life with butterflies  
 
I was born on 20 July 1957, in Heywood, a shabby little mill town near 

Rochdale, which was then in Lancashire but is now in Greater 
Manchester. A good place to come from!  

 
I can’t really remember exactly what it was that got me going with 
Lepidoptera. I do remember as a kid being fascinated by anything 

bright and shiny and colourful… stamps, semi-precious stones, birds, 
birds' eggs, beetles, butterflies… and if it was possible to collect them, 

so much the better! 
 
I also remember that the Daily Mail brought out a series of books 

called the ‘I-Spy’ series. Kids were encouraged to note down things 
like railway engines, planes, birds… butterflies… and send the 

completed books in to receive a badge from ‘Big Chief I-Spy’. One of 
my earliest memories was seeing Vanessa cardui on Privet blossom on the lane behind our house. 
This (believe it or not!) was a rarity in the North of England, and of course Dad thought I was spinning 

him a tale. My response was to get a little fishing net we used to take on holiday, and go and catch 
the thing! 

 
After that, I had to learn what to do with it. Dad had bought me several of the ‘Observers’ books and 
one of these was the one on British Butterflies. There was a basic diagram of a setting board. Mum’s 

pins got stolen and some expanded polystyrene tiles hacked about into a semblance of a setting 
board. Greaseproof paper was used as setting strips, and shirt boxes to house the collection. 

 
After reading ‘The Observer’s Book of British Butterflies’, my next encounter with Lepidopteran 
literature was the Brooke Bond Tea Company’s collecting cards. ‘British Butterflies’ was the first set, 

and this stoked my collecting habit even more. Not long after came ‘Butterflies of the World’. I 
became aware of what things like Morpho helena and Aphnaeus hutchinsonii looked like (except 

they mixed it up with Myrina silenus, so for years I was lusting after the wrong butterfly!) 
 
Around about this time, I palled up with some like-minded children who lived nearby and were at 

school with me. I blush to admit that for much of the time, we were keener on collecting birds’ eggs 
than butterflies! However, we had a schoolteacher who was a true lepidopterist – his name was 

George Woods, and he had huge influence on me and my mates. 
 
Fishing nets and expanded polystyrene were replaced with Watkins & Doncaster kites and real 

setting boards. Proper pins were discovered. Mr Woods had a case of the various forms of Charaxes 
candiope on his wall. He also knew how to find larvae other than those of the ‘Cabbage White’ 

(Pieris brassicae) and Small Tortoiseshell (Aglais urticae). And we discovered moths – I have some 
treasured memories of hours spent in the rain, searching for the huge larvae of Elephant Hawkmoth 
(Deilephila elpenor), Eyed Hawkmoth (Smerinthus ocellata), and the Puss Moth (Cerura vinula). A 

hobby grew into an obsession. 
 

Family holidays ceased to be trips to Blackpool and the like. We went further afield. I used to think 
places like the Norfolk Broads (where I caught my first Swallowtail, Papilio machaon brittanicus, 
before it became illegal to do so) and the Cornish coast (where to my everlasting joy I caught two 



American Monarchs, Danaus plexippus, at Lamorna Cove) were paradise. Then we started going 
to Europe and I discovered the joys of the Alps and southern Spain.  

 
When we were about 9, my closest buddy, Barry Openshaw, emigrated to Tanzania and went to 

live with his family in Dar Es Salaam. We had been inseparable companions, and it was a real blow 
to lose him. Air letters were sent to and fro, and occasionally a ‘Mills Special’ ciggie tin would arrive, 
containing papered specimens of Gold-banded Forester (Euphaedra neophron), Citrus Swallowtai l 

(Papilio demodocus), White-barred Charaxes (C. brutus) and several other common East African 
species. I remember him sending me a colour photo of his ‘best box’ and in the middle was a male 

Scarce Forest Charaxes (C. tavetensis). I nearly died of envy! 
 
Around the same time, the movie ‘Born Free’ was released and of course I had to see it. I then 

started reading everything I could find about Africa… Gerald Durrell, Ernest Hemingway, Robert 
Ruark, Elspeth Huxley… not all of it was suitable childrens’ reading, but my parents were quite 

broadminded. I didn’t realise it at the time, but a vow had been made… 
 
I went to Bury Grammar School, then Bolton County Grammar School when my folks moved there. 

Like many kids at the time, I left school with 'O' levels – University was something the 'nobs' did – 
and I ended up working for ICI, the big chemical company of the time. By this time my family had 

moved down to Hertfordshire (which is a far better place for butterflies and moths!).  
 
ICI had this weird training system for its school leaver intake. They sent us on a ‘round robin’ of the 

various departments – I suppose we were the 70’s equivalent of interns. I was trained as a colour 
matcher, at which I turned out to be a natural, but was never employed as one… then they sent me 

to their industrial photography department. There, I was able to play with Wild + Leitz microscopes, 
Nikon and Hasselblad SLRs, a Linhof half-plate view camera and even an Arriflex 35mm movie 
camera! A far cry from the little Kodak Instamatic I used at home. I learned how to develop and print 

black and white and colour negatives, and even the (brand new at the time) Kodak E6 slides. 
Eventually a permanent job as an assistant in their internal TV studio came up and of course I 

applied. But I hadn’t finished my HNC, so I was not qualified. I sometimes wonder what would have 
happened if that job had come up a year later. Much later, someone told me ICI had sold its TV 
setup to Oxford Scientific Films… but all that training paid off in the end. 

 
As my qualifications were in Chemistry I ended up in the labs, where I had a fine apprenticeship in 

polymer science and experimental design. And then a job went up on the noticeboard… research 
chemist at AECI in South Africa. At the time I had just met a girl I wanted to keep, and luckily Jayne 
was game for a move to Africa. So we arrived here on 1 April 1980 with our wedding presents and 

£200. 
 

Time for a good omen. My new boss picked us up from the airport and took us to the old Barclay’s 
Bank at Modderfontein to open an account and do some basic shopping at the nearby Greek Café. 
Next to the lake were some tall Verbena bonariensis plants in flower… and on them were some 

Natal Bars (Cigaritis natalensis). Wow! I had thought lycaenids like that were only found in tropical 
America. 

 
I used to do quite a lot of butterflying on work business trips (I spent a lot of time at AECI's 
Umbogintwini plant). Then one day I had one of those funny life-changing meetings. I met Howard 

Watson. Howard was a singular fellow… a lay preacher who used to go to Zululand to work on 
missions, and had a superb collection from Lake Sibaya including things like Orange Playboy 

(Virachola dinomenes). He also knew most of the good spots around Joburg and Pretoria (though 
strangely not Ruimsig or Horns Nek) and he introduced me to the joys of hooking Trimen’s Sapphires 
(Iolaus trimeni) off big Protea bushes atop World’s View. I bought a ‘Penningtons’ and started 

travelling more widely. I left AECI for a sales job which came with… A COMPANY CAR! My travels 
took off. I went to Cape Town and found some of the spots mentioned in Penningtons’… and one 

day at La Lucia met another collector, one I. Migdoll. And a photographer to boot, who was happy 



to give advice. My collection started to grow, and I bought my first cabinet in Africa. My earlier 
cabinets had got left behind in the UK with my collection, which I had donated to the North Herts 

Museum… the less said about that affair the better…  
 

One anecdote from this period is fit for publication. Jayne and I planned a camping trip to the 
Sabie area to look for butterflies like Emperor Swallowtail Papilio ophidicephalus. By this time, I 
had learnt about traps, and planned to take one along. Having read Torben Larsen’s ‘Hazards’ 

many times by this point I was convinced that big cat dung was a good bait. So, I called the 
Johannesburg Zoo, whose curator was a guy called Johnny Williamson (as I had heard from 

listening to John Berks on 702 Radio constantly winding him up with his joke calls – he was the 
Whackhead Simpson de jour). Could I come and collect some lion or leopard dung? ‘Sure’, he 
said, ‘what’s your phone number I’ll call you back’. And about ten minutes later, so he did. I 

couldn’t resist it… I said, ‘you thought I was John Berks, didn’t you?’ His reply was unprintable. But 
I got an ice cream tub full of smelly cat scat. 

 
Off Jayne and I went to Merry Pebbles camp site at Sabie, and up went the trap – next to the tent. 
It attracted several species of Charaxes new to me, such as C. druceanus, as well as the ire of our 

fellow campers. Its foul aroma permeated the entire site and attracted every bog fly in the area. I 
was asked in no uncertain terms to take it down.  

 
There was then this press announcement that the SABC was auditioning for a TV series called 
‘Specialist’ which would model itself on the UK show ‘Mastermind’ with Christopher Dingle as the 

compere. Jayne and Howard said: ‘come on, have a go’. ‘No’ said I (with some stronger words). 
No way was I going to make an ass of myself on national TV. But I had not reckoned with Jayne’s 

determined nature – she got hold of the producer of the show, who came to see me, saw the 
collection and my photos, and would not take ‘no’ for an answer. 
 

Well at least I didn’t come last. I lasted one episode only, my first appearance on TV here. I didn’t 
win a prize either, or at least I thought I hadn’t – until the phone rang at home and there was a 

courtly, polite Afrikaans gentleman on the other end – Rudi Mijburgh. He had been deputised by 
LepSoc to see who was this strange unknown Pom who had the cheek to appear on SABC-TV 
and pretend to be a butterfly expert. I explained what had happened… and he said, ‘why not come 

to our AGM, it’s in two weeks’ time at Pretoria Museum…’  
 

We went, and our lives changed forever. 
 
Whenever Jayne upbraids me for spending too much time on butterflies and not enough time on 

her, I can always retort that it is all her own doing. If she had listened when I said ‘no’ to 
‘Specialist’ none of this would have happened. As if. 

 
And so it was that I was initiated into the ways of LepSoc. My first LepSoc party – a Bacchanalian 
affair at Mark Williams’ farm out at Rosslyn, with a long drive home hoping not to bump into the 

cops. We arranged to go out with Isak Coetzer the next weekend, and he showed us the wonder 
that is Munnik. And I met people who were to become lifelong friends, like Mark, and John 

Joannou (‘Jo’ whom we miss dreadfully), the Hennings, Nolan Owen-Johnston, the list goes on… 
 
This is not intended as a memoir of LepSoc, (alright Jeremy it’s more than a CV, but what do you 

expect asking me to sit down with a PC laptop on a wet day in Cintsa?) so I won’t go into any 
anecdotes. You can read the stories in back issues of Metamorphosis anyway. 

 
By the time I joined LepSoc I had a thriving second career as a motor racing photographer and had 
some pretty neat gear – all Nikon. F2AS Photomic 35mm SLRs, a 300mm f2.8 etc. I also had a 

105mm Micro-Nikkor that Ivor had persuaded me to buy, and a Nikon FA SLR – the first Nikon to 
have off-the-film flash metering. With Jo’s tutelage, my photography skills matured. Mark Williams 

taught me how to find really difficult larvae and rear them to adulthood. I learned how to effectively 



creep up on subjects and not scare them off before getting a photo. And Jo taught me the virtues of 
patience. It’s true to say that were it not for Jo I would not be where I am today. Before long, I packed 

in the motor racing, sold my Laverda Jota, and concentrated on butterflies. 
Jo and I had always been of the view that photographs sitting at home in a slide tray are pretty 

darn useless – they had to be seen to be of any value. We published in Metamorphosis, we gave 
slide shows, and in any wildlife magazine we could get into. Ivor’s Field Guide was going well at 
this time and Jo and I were thinking of doing something similar, but concentrating on what was 

then called the ‘PWV’ and with early stages featured.  
 

My first taste of publishing was the ‘Practical Guide to Butterflies and Moths in South Africa’ which 
I edited. It had contributions from all walks of Lepidopterology, and being the editor (with excellent 
help from Douglas Kroon) taught me a huge amount about writing (and word processing, and 

managing authors!) It only had a print run of 1000, so it soon sold out, but there is now a very 
good online version on the LepSoc website, edited by Ian Richardson. 

 
Jo and the Hennings were friendly with Robin Frandsen from Frandsen Books and this is how 
‘Living Butterflies’ was born. It was well ahead of its time and being honest, we bit off a lot more 

than we could chew! Robin eventually withdrew but he recommended it to his friends at Umdaus, 
who published Vol.1 with funding from First National Bank. The idea was to use the revenue from 

Vol.1 to publish the other four planned volumes. But sadly, sales were never sufficient to do this, 
and the other volumes never came out. Living Butterflies may one day see publication, but it will 
be in a different format. 

 
Around about this time (late 80’s) Ivor Migdoll became ill and quietly withdrew from public life. 

Pippa Parker of Struik Nature contacted me – Simon van Noort needed some images for a book 
he was writing – ‘Sasol First Field Guide to Butterflies and Moths’, and they could not contact Ivor 
– Simon had told her I was a photographer and may be able to help. This I did, and the little book 

is still in print today. Later, Pippa told me they were planning a completely new edition of the Field 
Guide to Butterflies (Ivor’s best-selling book) but could not get hold of him. I did some digging and 

discovered that he had a horrible, little-known condition called ‘burning mouth syndrome’ and 
could hardly speak. Hence his reluctance.  
 

Pippa’s first priority was to get a new edition out (Struik likes to do so every 10 years or so). I said 
that between Jo and I we probably had 70% of the required species on film, but the problem was, 

Ivor’s book was not comprehensive. Struik by this time had moved to the convention of having 
photos on the right-hand page and text on the left (as opposed to a block of photos in one section 
as Ivor’s book had). So, a totally new book was required. I wasn’t sure I was up to the task, but 

another old friend, Bill Steele, who has written many fly fishing books for Struik, said ‘if I can do it 
Steve, surely you can?’ Having established that Ivor was happy to ‘pass on the baton’ and I having 

written a test section for them, Struik signed a contract with me to produce a new Field Guide in 
five years. 
 

Five years sounds like a long time, and indeed I had the first text draft ready in less than a year.  
But there was a fly in the ointment. Struik’s policy at the time (this was before digital photography 

remember!) was that the total cost of origination – photo and artwork scanning, typesetting etc – 
had to be borne by a sponsor. And this was at a time when corporate sponsorship was getting 
very hard to find. I was not too worried. I spent the time gathering better and better photos. 

Photography took over from collecting on LepSoc trips. Many will remember the plaintive cry of 
‘don’t kill it!’… and I spent a lot of time in boardrooms giving PowerPoint presentations – all to no 

avail. 
 
Eventually (no names mentioned) some high-level string pulling got Struik to change its policy. 

Publication was to go ahead ASAP! This was an education in itself. In the days of slides, every 
batch had a different colour cast, and I had freely switched from Kodachrome to Ektachrome, then 

Fuji and finally Agfa. I had to fly to Cape Town every weekend to work with the designer, Robin 



Cox, applying ‘curves’ to each scanned image in Photoshop. This is where I learned to drive 
Quark Express (which became Adobe InDesign) and Photoshop – invaluable experience. To begin 

with, Robin did all the running-in of text and images – but every so often he nipped out for a smoke 
break and I asked if I could ‘drive’ for a bit. To begin with he had to undo all my clumsy attempts, 

but then I got the hang of it and the smoke breaks became lunch breaks… Robin Cox is someone 
else I owe a lot to, as well as Brenda Brickman, our editor. Brenda died before the book saw print, 
which was incredibly sad – the three of us were such a tight team. 

 
We launched the book on the same night in 2005 that Liverpool won the Champions League and 

kept the trophy. My Liverpool-supporting Dad had died several years earlier, and this night of 
triumph was tinged with sadness because he could not be present. I still think this was the 
proudest night of my life. 

 
A couple of years later Pippa called me again and said someone wanted to talk to me. To my 

surprise it was the famous bird artist and author, Ken Newman. ‘Young man’, he said, ‘I know just 
the way for you to boost the sales of your excellent Field Guide’… ‘you must do a ‘What’s that 
Butterfly?’ I’ll even let you have the design of ‘What’s that Bird?’!’  

 
He was as true as his word and soon I had an InDesign file on my shiny new iMac, loaded with 

Adobe Creative Suite. ‘What’s that Butterfly?’ took less than a year to produce. 
 
‘What’s that Butterfly?’ was a beginner guide, and as it had life history images people found it very 

useful. It sold very well, and created a spike in Field Guide sales, but is now out of print. A couple 
of years after it came out, we decided to do a true ‘stripped-down’ Field Guide and ‘Pocket Guide 

to the Butterflies of South Africa’ hit the shelves. This little book has sold very well, but it killed off 
‘What’s that Butterfly?’. It has all the most distinctive species, but those groups that have many 
similar taxa are represented by only one or two examples. This allowed us to get down to 240-odd 

species and still have a usable book. 
 

People still ask for books with early stages in them, and the success of the Caterpillar Rearing 
Group shows that there is lasting interest in larvae. So together with landscape designer Lindsay 
Gray, we decided to use my garden as an example for creating a ‘butterfly garden’, and in doing 

so created ‘Gardening for Butterflies’. We tried to make the book usable for gardeners in all South 
Africa’s biomes, and wherever you are, the book gives advice on suitable plants to use. Not only 

that, it is the first book since Pinhey in 1972 to cover non-Papilionoid Lepidoptera (‘moths’). Of 
course, in a small work of this kind it is impossible even to cover all the superfamilies. But at least 
we were able to show examples of most of the moths seen in urban gardens – even the pests! 

 
Immediately next came a project I’ve been working on for the past nearly six years. It’s a truly 

interactive ‘App’ (short for ‘Application’) as opposed to an e-book. The latter are not interactive; 
they are merely PDF versions of the books. An app is not only searchable; it also has structured 
search tools that allow users to search by colour, pattern, size etc as well as the user’s location. 

There is room for a lot more text, as well as the excellent predictive maps produced from SABCA 
data by Silvia Mecenero and Colin Beale. ‘Butterflies of South Africa’ is available both on the 

Apple App store as well as Google Play for Android devices. It was launched on the 15 th 
December 2017 and seems to be very popular. 
 

And after that is planned a revised edition of the Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa.  I 
started work on this immediately after the first edition was published, using my new Nikon DSLR 

camera. Work is still under way and when the second edition is published at least 70% of the 
photographs will be new. 
 

A lot has happened in those 12 years. I (cue: shock! horror!) switched from Nikon to Canon (less 
expensive and they make the MP-E65 macro). Interest in butterflies and moths (in fact arthropods 

of all descriptions) has skyrocketed. I like to think that my books played a small part in this. 



Publication of the first edition of the Field Guide happily coincided with the first ADU Virtual 
Museum in this field – LepiMAP, which was born during SABCA. Since then, cheap, easy-to-use 

digital cameras have become popular (even phones now have macro capability and video). 
 

Facebook has provided an easy forum for people to share their work. One of the first to see the 
value of Facebook in this regard was Esther van der Westhuizen, who started ‘SA Butterflies Bugs 
Bees and other small things’ – which now has over 15000 members. This has spun off into groups 

on butterflies and moths (LepSoc has its own page now), spiders and scorpions, dragonflies and 
damselflies, frogs, flies… you name it, there’s a group for it.  

 
This has helped a lot with my recent projects, because slowly but surely all those new digital 
photographers out there are filling in the gaps. The ‘acknowledgments’ section on the App (and 

the new Field Guide) is far longer than in my previous works. 
 

Perhaps the best part was seeing a picture Justin Bode posted on Facebook of little Yara poring 
over the Field Guide. It’s as if life has gone full circle since I was a kid looking with awe at the 
pictures in ‘Brooke Bond's Butterflies of the World’. But there are other ways to promote young 

peoples’ interest in these fascinating creatures. We have plenty such books now, but it is a long 
time since anyone did anything like the ‘I-Spy’ books or the Brooke Bond tea cards. Perhaps the 

closest is the Caterpillar Rearing Group that Hermann Staude set up. This field of promotion is still 
wide open for LepSoc to exploit, I think. 
 

 
 

 

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH  

 
Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this Newsletter and they will be 

included if at all possible; any photographs accompanied with proof-of-payment to LepSoc Africa, 

to the amount of R50 per picture, will automatically be included! 

There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the decision, by the editor is final 

and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society. 
 

Would any photographers out there please send any recent pictures that you would like to include, 
with your identification and the month that the photograph was taken to jchdobson@gmail.com 

 

  

AUGUST 2017 
Peter Webb 

Aloeides molomo molomo 
(Irene, Gauteng) 

SEPTEMBER 2017 
Justin Bode 

Orachrysops violescens 
(Graskop, Mpumalanga) 

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com


Entries for November 

  

NOVEMBER 
 
November’s winner is Nick Dean, for 
this amazing photo of a Bushveld 
Charaxes (Charaxes achaemines) in 
flight. 
 
Nick, an English born American citizen, 
is an avid wildlife photographer and a 
regular visitor to Africa. 

Aloeides dentatis   
Jan Praet 

(Suikerbosrand, Gauteng) 
 

 

Tylopaedia sardonyx sardonyx 

Jeremy Dobson 
(Jansenville, Eastern Cape) 

Bebearia octogramma 
Jeremy Dobson 

(Ipassa, Ivindo, Gabon) 

Pseudacraea eurytus 
Rogers Muhwezi 

(Mpanga, Uganda) 
 

Euphaedra uganda 
Rogers Muhwezi 

(Mpanga, Uganda) 
 
 
 
 

Argyraspodes argyraspis 
Peter Ward  

(Victoria West, Northern Cape) 
 



Entries for December 

 

 
 

Acraea aglaonice  
Steve Woodhall 

(Mandawe Cross, KZN) 

Telipna sheffieldi  
Rogers Muhwezi 

(Mpanga, Uganda) 
 

Durbania amakosa flavida  
Steve Woodhall 

(Krantzkloof NR, KZN) 
 

Chrysoritis natalensis 

Jeremy Dobson 
(Izingolweni, KZN) 

 
 

Iolaus sidas  
Steve Woodhall 

(Mandawe Cross, KZN) 
 

Coeliades keithloa 

Jeremy Dobson 
(Izingolweni, KZN) 

 

DECEMBER 
 
Steve Woodhall is December’s winner, for 
this colourful shot of a group of Pleasant 
Hornets (Euchromia amoena), members of 
the Arctiidae family 
 
The photo was taken at Cintsa East, 
Eastern Cape, on 16 December. 



LIVES BEHIND THE LABELS… 

Dr. C.B. (Kit) Cottrell 
 

Kit Cottrell was educated at Michaelhouse, where Ken Pennington 
instilled him with an interest in butterflies. 

 
After graduating from Rhodes with first class honours in 1957, 

he went to Cambridge to study under Prof Vincent Wigglesworth. Kit 
had been intrigued by the problems of the emergence of the adult 
lycaenid from the ants' nest, and felt that the blowfly would be a useful 

laboratory model to study the mechanisms involved in wing expansion 
and delayed cuticular hardening during emergence. He isolated the 
hormone responsible for this process.  

 
Following his PhD he took a post-doctoral fellowship at Churchill 

College, Cambridge before taking up a fellowship at the University College of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland in cotton pest research. It was here that he met Meriol for the second time (they had 
met before in Lusaka). They married in 1962 and had two sons. John was born in 1964 and Noelin 

1966.  
 

From 1965 to 1970 he worked as Principal Research Officer at the Cotton Research Institute at 
Kadoma, Zimbabwe. He returned to the University of Zimbabwe in 1979 as Senior Lecturer, 
becoming Professor of Zoology in 1980, and remained there until 1986, when he left to become 

Head Curator of the Lepidoptera department at the Transvaal Museum.  
 

In 1992 he returned to Zimbabwe as Head Entomologist at the Kutsaga Tobacco Research Station 
where he remained until he was forced to retire in 2005. Upon retirement, he left South Africa for 
Bangor, North Wales, where he was attracted by the research opportunities at the university there.  

 
He died of cancer on 19 March 2007. 

 
Kit was attracted to evolutionary processes and the interaction of different organisms at every 
level, with a particular interest in Lepidochrysops and the early stages of the methymna group. 

 
Among his several publications was “A study of the methymna group of the genus 

Lepidochrysops” which included descriptions of Lepidochrysops variabilis, L. ketsi, L. robertsoni 
and L dukei.  
 

Butterflies named after him were Papilio (Princeps) ophidicephalus cottrelli, Borbo cottrelli, 
Bicyclus cottrelli, Charaxes (Charaxes) acuminatus cottrelli, Cymothoe cottrelli. Anthene cottrelli, 

Lepidochrysops intermedia cottrelli and Iolaus (Philiolaus) cottrelli 
 
Chrysoritis zeuxo cottrelli was named after his father J. A. Cottrell. 
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FOOTNOTE 
 
This magazine relies on material from you, the members of LepSoc Africa. Please forward any 
news or photographs that might be of interest to jchdobson@gmail.com. 

 
If anyone has any ideas regarding future format or content, please feel free to make suggestions. 

 
PDF’s of previous editions of African Butterfly News can be downloaded here: 
 

EDITION DATE LINK 

2016-5 Sep 2016 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1414/African%20Butterfly%20News%202016-5.pdf 

2016-6 Nov 2016 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1415/African%20Butterfly%20News%202016-6.pdf 

2017-1 Jan 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1416/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-1.pdf 

2017-2 Mar 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1417/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-2.pdf 

2017-3 May 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1418/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-3.pdf 

2017-4 Jul 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1421/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-4.pdf 

2017-5 Sep 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1423/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-5.pdf 

2017-6 Nov 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1426/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-6.pdf 
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